Spring 2010 Cappies Reviews of Grease
Garnet Valley High Schools rendition of Grease, this last weekend, was truly a one of a kind performance.  From their opening with a number done with elementary kids, to their final curtain call, the cast of Grease was a bundle of energy. 

It was evident that Sandy, played by, Brooke Peterson, helped bring that energy up to the highest level.  The cool cat Danny Zuko, played by Grant Woodworth, was smooth, and had great delivery.  Jan, played by Gabby Hammond, was hilarious, with a side of quirky mannerisms, from wanting everyone’s cole slaw, to singing her duet Mooning.  Eugene Florczyk played by Peter Pagano, was hilarious and fun to watch.  The lovebirds Doody and Frenchy, stole the spotlight whenever they were on stage.  Doody, played by Pat Fecile, was incredible.  He had great comedic timing, and was always stop on with his deliveries.  The audience couldn’t wait to see what he was going to do next.  Fecile captivated
the audience with Those Magic Changes.  Frenchy’s heart wasn’t the only one melting when he opened his mouth to sing.  Frenchy, played by Sarah Scholsbon took the audience through what every teenage girl goes through.  Starting with the drama between her friends, and ending with wanting her crush to take her to prom.  Scholsbon was spot on with all her mannerisms, and constantly had the crowd laughing.  Rizzo, played by Brianna Fecondo, had that bad girl sass to her, and was a great character to watch. 
The best ensemble number had to be Grease Lightning.  The Burger Palace Boys took that number and blew the roof off the building.  Another ensemble number that was incredible was We Go Together.  It truly showed the audience that the cast was really going to go anywhere together.  The choreography was very well done, and was a blast to watch.  The orchestra helped the audience go back in time, and was always right with all the actors. 

Tech seemed to struggle a little bit last Friday night.  The scene changes seemed to take a little longer than normal. Although the lighting was incredible, there were a few microphone glitches which were a little distracting. 

It was evident that the cast and crew of Grease were working as a team.  Garnet Valley High School’s, cast and crew, overall put on a performance that will be remembered for a long time.  

by Bethany Ingraham of Delaware County Christian School

I got chills, theyre multiplyin from thinking about the performance by Garnet Valley High Schools cast as they performed GreaseFriday night.  Grease a musical by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey, has been hitting stage with pride for years.  It is set in Rydell High School, 1959.  It looks at a group of seniors called the Thunderbirds and the Pink Ladies.  The rock ‘n’ roll style musical entertains audiences as it covers topics such as love, heartbreak, peer pressure, and rebellion.  Life at Rydell gets turned upside down when goody-two-shoes Sandy Dumbroski comes into the senior class and word of her romance with bad boy Danny Zuko gets out.

Attempting to keep his reputation up with the rest of the T-Birds, Danny has to play it cool and hide his true feelings for the new girl and Sandy has to try desperately to fit in with Rizzo and the Pink Ladies in order to get her man.  The two must fight to keep their love, and reputations, alive as the school prom quickly approaches.

Garnet Valley brought the stage to life with their entertaining choreography in pieces like “Grease Lightning” and “Born to Hand-Jive.”  Their voices of their impressively large cast filled the auditorium as they moved on stage and in aisles bringing the audience truly into Rydell High School.
Brooke Peterson embodied the sweet and nervous character of Sandy and was a joy to watch on stage.  Her voice rang pure and powerful during “Hopelessly Devoted to You” and the reprise of “Look at Me, I’m Sandra Dee.”  What would a musical be without at least one actor hitting a falsetto note to keep the girls swooning?  Pat Fedena stole the stage as Doody, hitting his high notes beautifully in Those Magic Changes.  His boyish awkwardness and often failed attempts at making the ladies love him made him a lovable character that you just had to root for.  Another notable actor was Peter Pagano as the school nerd, Eugene Florczyk.  His clumsy trips and falls and hilarious renditions of the dance and  cheerleading moves kept the audience laughing throughout the show.  The technical side of the show was less spectacular.  Sound had a few missed cues.  However, with the size of the cast and number of microphones on stage, they did an impressive job keeping up with the fast-paced musical.  Also, the lighting design, though at times distracting, was intricate and entertaining.
Despite the technical difficulties, Grease, presented by Garnet Valley High School, was generally exciting and funny.  The energy of the cast and talented leads made the show something to remember forever like shoo bop shoo wadda wadda yipitty boom de boom.

by Hanah LoRusso of Delaware County Christian School

Picture yourself in a 1959 drive-in movie theatre with the pressures from peers to be the toughest and most rebellious high schooler around.   Garnet Valley High School brought its audience into that world last Friday in its production of Grease.  Minutes after the curtain rose, a procession of gutsy and unruly teens gathered in the front of the stage to sing their parody of “Alma Mater.”  It was surely a performance with energy and a good reflection of the cast’s hard work.     

Grease was based in the early stages of the rock n’ roll era, showing the life of a group of teenagers influenced by the changing times.  These teens specifically interpret the power of peer pressure and choosing between being cool and losing the love of your life, or compromising some aspects of your character in order to win your man over.  The show was originally released on Broadway in 1972 and since then has won many awards including ten Tony Awards and four Drama Desk Awards. 

Energy from the immense cast was very apparent from the booming solos, notably Doody (Pat Fedena), to the well choreographed ensembles.  Also, Teen Angel, played by Chris Hickey, led a truly commendable performance in “Beauty School Drop Out.” It was a shame not to hear his voice take the stage beyond his single scene number. 

Specific mention goes to Pat Fedena (Doody),  who created a charming and quirky character for himself, amazing the audience with his solo in “Those Magic Changes.”  The awkward, yet cute romance between him and Frenchy (Sarah Scholsbon) only added to his character, as well as to the show overall.  

Technical difficulties occasionally took away from the show’s atmosphere and ended up as a distraction.  During the number of “Grease Lightning” flashing, almost strobe-like, resulted in the difficulity to enjoy the dancing and singing on stage.  Considering the size of the cast, sound achieved a decent outcome. 

Grease incorporates many aspects of an everyday teenager’s struggles and places it in a 1950s era.  Garnet Valley High School’s well-sized cast performed with energy and organization and had the audience singing each their favorite song as they left the aisles.  Go Grease Lightning!

by Ryan Miller of Delaware County Christian School

Sassy Pink Ladies or rambunctious T-Birds, good girls or cool girls, love or popularity? These are the conflicts that rule the stage of Garnet Valley High School’s rendition of “Grease.” 

“Grease,” written by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey, first opened on February 14, 1972 off Broadway at the Eden Theatre. The exciting and catchy 50’s rock ‘n’ roll musical then moved to Broadway at the Broadhurst Theatre.  This production ran a total of 3388 performances.  Nominated for eight Tony Awards in 1972 winning the Drama Desk Awards for Outstanding Choreography and Costume Design. 

This fun captivating musical recaptures the lives of ten high school students dealing with the complexities of love, cars, and drive-ins.  Sandy Dumbrowski, the new girl in school, has a romantic summer fling with “hot shot” Danny Zuko.  This unlikely couple never had a chance to reveal their true feelings for one another, not until they run into each
other at Rydell High School.  The rest of the story is a battle between popularity and love. 

The Cast of Garnet Valley High School performed with great energy and enthusiasm.  Sandy, played by Brooke Peterson, stole the hearts of many with her lovely rendition of "Hopelessly Devoted To You.” The “hot shot” of Rydell High, Danny Zuko, was played by the daring Grant Woodworth.  Woodworth brought to life the T-bird gang.  Rizzo played by Brianna
Fecondo did a wonderful job of being the Pink Ladies ringleader. 

Frenchy, played by Sarah Scholsbon, was hilarious and brought a great sense of comic relief.  Jan (Gabby Hammond) and Marty (Lauren Woodard) had great vocals that added tremendously to the show.  The ensemble was exceptionally strong during the songs "Greased Lightinin’" and "Beauty School Drop Out."  Although timing was sometimes off, the dancing was executed very well. 

The technical aspects of the show truly brought the audience back to the life of the American teenager in the 1950’s.  The lighting really added great effect to the shows appearance.  Lighting was exceptionally good during "Greased Lightnin’," "Beauty School Drop Out," and "You’re The One That I Want."  Although not always true to the 50’s time period, the costumes were great and made the show enjoyable to watch. 

As the show came to an end, Garnet Valley High School’s cast and crew of Grease was greeted with a warm and welcoming standing ovation for a commendable performance. 

by Sasha Dubyk of Delaware County Christian School
Garnet Valley High School was rockin’ and rollin’ in its latest production, Grease.  Set in the 1950s, the classic rock & roll story by Jim Jacobs and Warren Casey revolves around the lives of Sandy, the innocent new girl, the popular Pink Ladies: Jan, Marty, Rizzo, and Frenchy, and the Burger Palace Boys: Doody, Roger, Kenickie, Sonny and Danny.  As with any high school drama, the young teens must deal with issues of love, friendship, teenage rebellion, gang violence, and teen
pregnancy.

When Sandy comes to town after a summer fling with Danny Zuko, she hardly expects to find him as the popular rebel at her new school, Rydell High School.  While she struggles to fit in and get along with the Pink Ladies, Danny struggles to become a ‘jock’ to win her affections.  Meanwhile, Rizzo deals with the possibility that she may be knocked up and Frenchy struggles to pass beauty school.

Brooke Peterson, playing Sandy D., highlighted the show with her powerful soprano voice and innocent personality.  Accompanying her was Grant Woodworth as Danny Zuko, whose smooth dancing moves led “Born to Hand-Jive.” Brianna Fecondo played the independent, cool girl Rizzo with the perfect level of bitterness in “Look at Me, I’m Sandra Dee” and “There are Worse Things I Could Do.”  Other highlight performances include Pat Fedena, who played the sweet, shy, and musically talented Doody, Sarah Scholsbon as Frenchy, the struggling beautician, Lauren Woodward as the young and in love Marty, and Lexie Anderson as the super peppy cheerleader Patty Simcox.  Also, Chris Hickey shone as Teen Angel with his talented vocals and suave moves in “Beauty School Dropout” and Izzy Fehlandt as Cha-Cha DiGregorio took the gold for dancing in “Born to Hand-Jive.”

The entire cast brought their varying levels of talent and unique energy into the show that was clearly evident in “We Go Together” and “You Are The One That I Want.  The sound suffered from a few missteps, however, Troy Miller (Sound Director) managed performed well with the sometimes tricky high-pitched and ensemble numbers. 

The student Orchestra was truly amazing, coming in at all the right points and on the perfect pitch level.  The lighting, designed by Chris Esposito and executed by Andrew Abboud, was a little distracting at times, however, the creativity of it goes highly recognized.  While the set primarily relied on the painted school scene backdrops and props, it allowed the large cast to utilize the stage efficiently.  

The tremendously large cast and crew of Grease worked well together to create an entertaining and truly electrifying musical!

by Alexandra Stambaugh of Germantown Academy

Grease is the word.  It’s got groove, it’s got meaning.  And Garnet Valley High School sure brought that meaning to life in their recent production of this widely-recognized musical.

Although most people first think of the classic movie starring Olivia Newton-John and John Travolta when they hear Grease, it was also a highly acclaimed Broadway show which was revived two more times after it closed in 1980.  It tells the story of Danny Zuko (Grant Woodworth) and Sandy Dumbrowski (Brooke Peterson), two high school seniors who
unexpectedly meet up again after sharing a memorable summer romance.  The two are faced with inevitable adversities as they try to maintain a relationship amongst the judgmental Pink Ladies and Thunderbirds of Rydell High School.

Garnet Valley’s production began with tremendous energy from the cast, which contained over 70 students.  The audience was thrown right into the middle of the action, with cast members performing not only onstage but in the aisles of the theatre as well.

Although the sizeable ensemble was onstage quite often, there were several standout performers in the cast.  Doody’s (Pat Fedena) beautiful tenor voice and acting skills made “Those Magic Changes” memorable songs from the show.  Similarly, Frenchy’s (Sarah Scholsbon) accurate comedic timing and portrayal of her character left a lasting impression.  Other commendable performances were given by the Teen Angel (Chris Hickey), Vince Fontaine (Taylor Johnson) and of course, the two leading cast members Danny Zuko (Grant Woodworth) and Sandy Dumbrowski (Brooke Peterson).

Some lengthy lulls between scenes caused for some impatience at times and the lighting effects were rather hit or miss.  While the lighting design utilized some really unique special effects, it occasionally became a little distracting.  The pit orchestra, composed of Garnet Valley students, was incredibly impressive and mature; they could have easily been mistaken for a professional pit.

Overall, Garnet Valley High School gave a commendable performance of Grease.  It was thoroughly entertaining and the cast and crew should be applauded for a job well done.

by Erik Rogers of Germantown Academy

A womp bop a looma a womp bam boom! Grease has been around for generations communicating age old truths about adolescence as well as highlighting an older time period.  The fun times, and the not so fun times, of Grease lit up the stage at Garnet Valley High School.

Grease is the story about a high school in the fifties.  Specifically, the show focuses on the interactions of the Pink Ladies and the T-Birds.  The show has been revived several times on Broadway featuring many famous actors.  The show also became the popular film by the same title starring Olivia Newton John and John Travolta.

The overall production was sound.  Despite large numbers on stage, the cast seemed committed to their parts and brought energy and life to the story on stage.  The orchestra handled the music very well and added to the vocalists’ performance.

Sandy, played by Brooke Peterson, had a strong voice and provided excellent contrast with her fellow cast member Brianna Fecondo in the roll of Rizzo.  Brianna also had a strong voice and embraced the pessimism and sharp barbs of her character with ease.  Danny, played by Grant Woodworth, was a solid character.  Doody, played by Pat Fedena, was
not only funny, but a good voice and a character.

Frenchy had a great sense of personality.  It was clear that the actor (Sarach Scholsbon) could create another person outside of herself.  And Patty Simcox irritated me, but this is testament to the great acting ability of Lexie Anderson.   

The sound was fairly good throughout the majority of the show.  The lights had some good specials, particularly for the number Greased Lightning, but the general washes failed to light all of the actors when scenes were taking place.  Although creative, the two specials that went over the audience ended up being more distracting than interesting.  The
idea to shoot the movie projection was a great commitment to detail that served the show well.  

The show embraced the ideas of high school and all of the different personalities in it.  Three Cheers for the Rydell High at Garnet Valley!

by Katie Burkhart of Germantown Academy
Where do T-Birds, Pink Ladies, and school spirit have in common? Garnet Valley High School and their produciton of the fifties musical classic, Grease.

Grease, dealing with the highs and lows of teenage love and popularity, is a 1972 Broadway smash hit relating the stories of summer lovers Danny and Sandy.  After being reunited by chance, conservative Sandy and leather jacket Danny work to find ways around their differences back to each other, in the perky and cliquey setting of Rydell High.  

Sandy played a wonderful conservative young lady and contrasted against the bad-news Pink Lady gang at the shows beginning.  Skillfully comic as well as dramatic, was Frenchy, a Pink Lady and a beauty school wannabe who sported spunky high styles and made hilarious twinkly eyes at Dooevery time he performed, whether with his infectious falsetto during "Those Magic Changes" or with his sly funny one-liners while hanging with the T-Birds.  Also, to incredible success, the dynamic ensemble gestured and reacted to set the specific mood of the scene.

This show went all-out with effects.  From the technicolor disco during the "Hand Jive," to the smoky blue spotlights during "Raining on Prom Night," to the projector at the drive-in, every scene seemed crafted, artfully laid out as to surround the action in the slick fifties feel.  It gave the show a genuine touch that is difficult at the high school level.

Garnet Valley's stage was always filled, either with the lively ensemble, crazy fun, big dance numbers, detailed sets, or just plain energy.  For even when Sandy belted "Hopelessly Devoted" and when Rizzo sang "There Are Worse Things I Could Do" with nothing but a black curtain behind them, their characters, present in both voice and movement, stood powerfully on their own.  The costumes, lights, and unusually large ensemble cohered exceptionally well to portray Rydell High with sincerity.  This was helpful, but then again the effects approached distracting on too many occasions.

In all, Grease at Garnet Valley deserves a standing ovation.  Despite the isolated shortcomings, the enormous effort put in to the production pervades through every aspect of the show.  

by Sam Pottash of Germantown Academy


The cast of Garnet Valley High School’s production of Grease certainly went together like “rama lama lama ka dinga de dinga dong!”  This weekend they put on the musical with an extremely large cast, all donned in apparel one might find in that era of hand jives, hair gel, and hula hoops of the fifty’s.  

Although many people might be most familiar with Grease as a movie starring John Travolta and Olivia Newton-John, it was successful long before that on the Broadway Stage.  Revisions made to the original show, that contained few musical numbers, Greased Lightning, turned it into a full-fledged musical called Grease that ran on the off-Broadway stage.  Its success was great and it was soon sent to the Broadway stage.

Although dealing with a slightly larger cast than most schools, the entire ensemble had great energy throughout the performance.  The cast also did a good job handling the more mature aspects of the show with decency, without any of them getting carried away.

Brooke Peterson (Sandy Dumbrowski) seemed to have a great innocence about her and played it up well.  She and Grant Woodworth (Danny Zuko) had good chemistry together on stage and were truly convincing.  Brianna Fecondo (Betty Rizzo) had a strong presence throughout the performance and impressed the audience with her vocals in “There Are Worse Things I Could Do.”  One of the true standouts of the show, however, was Pat Fedena (Doody).  His vocals during “Magic Changes” seemed effortless and sounded flawless.  His goofy demeanor and quirky personality was played very well, without too much effort.   Another stand out was the Majorette (Vicky Smith).

The Pink Ladies meshed well together.  Their unique personalities stood out, but they worked well to become a single unit of girl-power for some portions of the show.  Sarah Scholsbon (Frenchy), Gabby Hammond (Jan), and Lauren Woodard (Marty) added such a comedic element to the show and will not soon be forgotten by any audience member.  

The technical aspects had some glitches, as most high schools usually do, but there were good attempts to fix everything that went wrong.  The microphones cues were not always perfectly executed, and the set changes were long at times.  Some of the lighting was a little bit distracting from the action on stage, but every performer was always in the light when need-be.

Garnet Valley brought strong energy to their performance of Grease with great results.  

by Megan Malfi of 
Two teens meet again after seeing each other over the summer at the beach.   Sandy ends up going to the school Danny goes to.  Sandy tries to fit in the crowd to get closer to Danny but she doesn’t quite fit in.  They act different around there friends but that doesn’t keep them apart.   This past weekend, Garnet Valley High School preformed the original musical “Grease.”

This original Broadway musical was brought to the Garnet Valley High School stage.  This musical was nominated for five golden globes in 1979 and is a popular movie.  Grease is still on Broadway in New York City.   This story about two lovers who meet again is a classic love story in 1959.  Danny Zuko and his friends called the “greasers” were seniors in high school.  Danny and Sandy were close but they drifted apart but that didn’t last for long.

Garnet Valleys production of Grease overall was good.  They used the stage very well considering they had around 140 students on stage.  Their show had some really strong areas that really caught my attention.  I was surprised to find out  the choreography was put together by two students.  This really showed how much the students put into this production.

Brook Peterson (Sandy) and Grant Woodworth (Danny Zuko) had strong voices and portrayed their parts very well. Pat Fedena (Doody) had a voice that blew me away.  He did an excellent job with his part.  Sarah Scholsbon (Frenchy) was very into her part.  She helped tie the show together.  

All of the other characters and ensemble did a wonderful job singing and dancing.  I could hear all the songs without a problem.  They all worked together and created a great production of Grease.

On the technical aspect during certain parts of the show the lights became very distracting but overall they were good.  The costumes were great.  They fit the setting of the show and the set was awesome.  During some  of the scene changes, it took a bit of time to change the set.  

Overall the show was very enjoyable.  Even thought they had some rough spots they picked it right back up and kept going on strong.  Great feeling was put into the show which made it more real to me and showed the dedication.  It will be interesting to see what show they will be doing next year.

by Robert Achorn of Holy Cross

Grease was the word at Garnet Valley High School this past weekend.  The cast’s excitement was impossible to miss as they portrayed this hit 1972 musical about the new freedom discovered with adolescence and high school social life during the 1950s.

As the chaste-turned-stunning Sandy Dumbrowski, Brooke Peterson showed off her incredible vocals in her song “Hopelessly Devoted to You,” where she demonstrated the ability to single-handedly fill a stage as well as the comfort in switching between passionate full-voice and tender notes.  Brianna Fecondo, who as Betty Rizzo sang about “Sandra Dee,” claimed the stage in each of her scenes, perfectly portraying Rizzo’s entitled and self-centered persona.

Grant Woodworth depicted Danny Zuko’s greaser confidence in his relaxed swagger, comically contrasting this with Danny’s unexpected venture onto the track team.  Pat Flynn was amusing as he sang Roger’s goofy and yet romantic song, “Mooning.” Izzy Fehlandt displayed tremendous dancing skills as Cha-Cha DiGregorio and the outstanding vocals of Chris Hickey, who played Teen Angel, demonstrated singing experience.

Garnet Valley’s student orchestra was strong, blurring the line between amateur and professional.  Although the sound had several slip-ups, and the intense lighting was occasionally distracting, the technical crew set the mood perfectly in certain scenes, such as that of the song “Beauty School Dropout,” which included low, rosy lighting and even bubbles floating over the stage.  The faux car used for the drive-in theater scene, as well as others, was impressively built and believable.

The Burger Palace Boys ens”Greased Lightnin’.” The full-cast performance of “We Go Together” proved that the entire company really did go together, demonstrating a comfortable group chemistry.

Thus, with energy and “Hopelessly Devoted” exuberance, Garnet Valley High School brought this well-loved show to the stage.

by Liz Isaac-Herzog of Plymouth Whitemarsh HS

With slicked back hair, a bad attitude, and a penchant for song, the familiar teens of Grease recently graced the stage at Garnet Valley High School.

For the rare theater fan that doesn’t know the plot of Grease, it goes like this:  Danny and Sandy meet during the summer, but they don’t know that they’ll be going to the same school during the year, so they end their relationship in an untimely way, and then Sandy gets the surprise of her life when she meets Danny’s rough friends - the guys are called the T-birds and the girls are the Pink Ladies, especially Rizzo - a girl who hates that Sandy is so nice, and drama ensues.   Oh, high school!

Garnet Valley was working with a much larger cast than most high school productions do, and they did a commendable job.  Particularly considering that student choreographers - Molly Cannon, Morgan Perry, and Brittany Burgis û led this sizable cast, it is impressive.

Brooke Peterson and Grant Woodworth were strong leads as Sandy and Danny, respectively.  Especially in the second act, Peterson’s voice was one of the highlights of the show.  Both Woodworth and Peterson worked well within each of their ensembles, as well.

Certain songs in this show stood out as deserving praise.  The entire ensemble contributed to a hilarious rendition of “Mooning,” and “Beauty School Dropout” was a well-coordinated, energetic addition to the musical.  The dancing during “Born To Hand Jive” was very fun to watch.  Izzy Fehlandt as Cha-Cha was completely deserving of that moniker.
Among the male cast, Pat Fedena as Doody and Peter Pagano as Eugene were exceptionally talented and talented at comedy, respectively.  Pagano captured a goofy character very well.  Sarah Scholsbon and Brianna Fecondo û as Frency and Rizzo, respectively - were also great.

Although at times the sound and lighting were a bit distracting, overall the tech crews did a good job.  The stage crew also contributed to the success of the show, and the tech aspect was certainly a success.

Overcoming a few small challenges, the cast and crew of Garnet Valley’s production of Grease should be proud that they put on a fine show.

by Ross Levin of Plymouth Whitemarsh HS

The youth of the 1950’s was split in twoùthe innocent adolescents went to church, lived with Mom and Dad, cheered for their high school football team and did not know of a different life.  On the other side of the line were the Greasers.  They smoked, they swore, they drank.  It was all normal to them.  Garnet Valley High School did an excellent job
portraying the lives of both types of youth in their production of Grease.

First known as Grease Lightning, it was originally a play about the writers’ experiences in their own high school years.  It was first produced in Chicago.  After being rewritten to remove some controversial issues with the play, it was produced on Broadway in 1972.  It was then revived in both 1994 and 2007.  This musical received many deserved nominations for Tony Awards and was presented with a few different Theater World Awards.  

Danny Zuko and Sandy Dumbrowski fall in love at the beach during the summer.  Unfortunately for them, they do not realize how difficult it will become when they do not fall into the same category of youth when the school year comes around.  Danny is considered a “bad boy,” and Sandy would never have thought that of him.  Being in two different
crowds makes it difficult for them to be together.  The story of Grease shows the hardships with school, temptation and friends that they go through and conquer to eventually be together, despite their two very different lives. 

Despite the difficulty of having a cast of 142 students, the show as well put on.  The 1950’s energy and enthusiasm was evident in the cast as a whole, and you felt as though you were really observing Rydell High.  Having such a crowded stage would usually prove difficult for choreography, but the three student choreographers did a wonderful job getting everyone to do something and making it look clean.  Some members of the cast seemed to forget to stay in character at times, but with such a large cast it was a well put on show.  

Each of the leads portrayed his or her character just as they should.  Their solos were strong and beautiful with only minor issues.  Grant Woodworth showed the audience Danny Zuko’s bad boy side, and the side where he can be so in love with a girl that nothing matters.  Brooke Peterson made the audience fall in love with the innocent, sweet Sandy
Dumbrowski.  Brianna Fecondo as Betty Rizzo really portrayed the life of a “bad girl” and showed the audience the emotional ups and downs of living that sort of life.

Supporting characters do just thatùthey support the show.  They make it even better.  One specific character that comes to mind is Doody, played by Pat Fedena, added so much to the show.  His voice was strong and melodious and his humor had everyone laughing.  Other characters notably making Garnet Valley’s production that much better were Jan, played by Gabby Hammond , and the Teen Angel, played by Chris Hickey.

Technical problems were minor.  Everything was student run, so that makes it that much more impressive.  The only notable issue was sound going out, half due to tech, half to the weather.  Even so, they worked through it as if it was nothing and handled it professionally.  Worth writing about are the costumes, especially in the prom scene.  They
really resembled 1950’s prom dresses, making every girl in the audience want one for their own.

At the end of the show, the audience was clapping and cheering and standing, making this production very worthwhile for the cast.  The smiles on each member of the cast of Grease at Garnet Valley High School were well deserved.  The production was a success and the reactions proved that the audience had enjoyed the show just as much as the cast
did putting it on for them.

by Lydia Sine of Souderton Area High School

Taking their audience back to the groovy sights and sounds of the 1950's, Garnet Valley High School hand-jived their way through their enthusiastic production of "Grease."

Opening on Broadway in 1972,"Grease" lasted nearly eight years, and featured 3,388 performances.  Since then, there have been two revivals of this musical on Broadway.  One being in 1994, and the other coming after the NBC reality series, Grease: You're the One that I Want.  Set in 1959, the musical follows greaser Danny Zuko (Grant Woodworth,) as he faces the challenge of pursuing nice-girl Sandy Dumbrowski (Brooke Peterson), while maintaining his smooth and cool image.  His gang, the T-Birds, and their inner-school rival female gang, The Pink Ladies, help display certain elements and conflicts that properly show what high school life was like in the 50's.

Garnet Valley's production was intensified by the extensive efforts of the entire cast and crew bringing as much enthusiasm and entertainment to their show as possible.  Well exemplified in "Greased Lightnin'" and "Born to Hand-Jive", this effort was shown from beginning to end, as everyone appearing on stage showed fine charisma.

Woodworth as Danny Zuko portrayed his respective character well, easily transitioning from the nonchalant gang leader to the teenage hopeless-romantic, as well as performing some electrifying back flips.  As his love, Sandy, Peterson did a good job playing every sweet and nifty aspect that came with her role, and did a great job showing off her strong voice in such songs as "Hopelessly Devoted to You.”  The supporting roles in this musical were also very notable.  Brianna
Fecondo as Betty Rizzo vocalized her admirable singing in songs like "Look at Me, I'm Sandra Dee," and flaunted a good contrast in character when bad-mouthed Rizzo sang "There Are Worse Thing I Could Do."   Pat Fedena's Doody impressed more then "Beauty School Dropout" fun-loving Frenchy (Sarah Scholsbon) with "Those Magic Changes."
Additionally, comedians such as Keneickie (Jake Hershman) and Jan (Gabby Hammond) helped liven up the show.

While tech did a good job of accommodating the huge cast, there were often times when the inactivity on stage took away from the show's pace.  Also, the lighting and sets were both very attractive and hard to come by in a high school setting.  The show's costumes (especially those worn at the dance scene) gave the performance a nostalgic touch. 

Overall, Garnet Valley's performance of "Grease" maintained upbeat energy, and before it was through, left the audience shaking through this high school hop.

by Joseph Paparo of Upper Darby High School

