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The lights dim and the curtain rises as the stage, illuminated with vibrant costumed performers, reveals over 150 townspeople and dancers, their faces bright and smiling. Garnet Valley High School did a fine job portraying the liveliness of the production "Hello, Dolly!"

Orignially produced for Broadway in 1964 with music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart, "Hello, Dolly!" is based on Thornton WilderÆs play "The Matchmaker." The successful show won the Tony Award for Best Musical; its soundtrack was even entered into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2002. The story centers on a witty and vivacious widow, Dolly Levi, who attempts to bring romance and passion to many young couples. Little does she realize that romance is just around the corner.

Garnet Valley’s overall production was a job well done, especially the ensemble and the dancing  choreographed by students (and cast members) Kaitlin Correnti, Brittany Burgis and Morgan Perry. However, what really brought the show together was the dynamic connection the cast had on stage. 

Whitney Kling, who played the one and only Dolly Levi, did an exceptional job representing Dolly’s bubbly and flamboyant personality. Alongside her was Jeremy Bean, who illustrated the grumpy and friendless Horace Vandergelder; his performance had a great quality to it, especially when he sang. By and large, the entire cast did a good job.

Pat Fedenda's potrayal of the funny and lovable Cornelius was a standout. Fedena had terrific stage presence and good comic timing. His companion, Barnaby, played by Dave Schwartz was also very amusing. These two, working in tandem, were one of the many highlights in this high-energy production.

The stage crew did a good job moving the large wooden platforms off and on stage. The crew moved swiftly and smoothly during scene changes, though dimming the lights more during the changes would have made the transitions a tad subtler. The technical crew also did a good job.

All in all, Garnet Valley’s production of "Hello, Dolly!" was quite energetic and there was unquestionably a sense of teamwork through the performance. Well done. 

by Anna Lipowitz of Haverford High School

Hello, Dolly! is what the audience members at Garnet Valley High School were repeating as they left the auditorium on Friday evening.

"Hello, Dolly!", a musical based on Thornton Wilder's play "The Matchmaker" was first staged on Broadway in 1964.  With music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart, the show won ten Tony Awards, including Best Musical.  In 1969, "Hello, Dolly!" became an Oscar nominated feature film starring Barbra Streisand as Dolly. 

Dolly Gallagher Levi, a widowed yet eccentric lady from New York City, lives her life by meddeling in other peopleÆs buiness, matchmaking, and teaching a number of various skills to those in need.  When the show begins, Dolly is seeking a wife for half-milionaire Horace Vandergelder, with full intentions of marrying him herself.  With characters such as Cornelius Hackle and Barnaby Tucker racing around the city, hiding from their boss, and crossing paths with Irene Molloy and Minnie Fay, "Hello, Dolly!" allows for many laughs.  The chorus numbers were exciting and the harmonies of each song shone through strongly.  With a cast of 165, student choreographers did their best with the full cast numbers, making
use of the aisles and the entire stage.

From the moment she walked onto the stage , it was impossible to mistake Dolly Gallagher Levi (Whitney Kling).  Kling took on her weighty role with class, opposite Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean).  Portraying an adult role, his voice and manner suited the grumpy personality of  his character.  Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and Barnaby (Dave Schwartz) spend much of the show trying to avoid their boss, Mr. Vandergelder, and they received many laughs as their storyline progressed.  Both Fedena and
Schwartz had strong voices that excelled in songs such as “It Takes A Woman” and “Elegance.”

The pacing of the show picked up when the men took the stage for the Act II opening, “Hello, Dolly!”  With a short synchronized tap sequence and kickline, the males of the production stole the second act and certainly spiced up the show.  Bandleader, Gary Clarke, performed a memorable impersonation of Louis Armstrong, receiving a roar of applause from the audience. 

The technical crew did a solid job of transitioning from scene to scene.  The stage crew was hardly noticable throughout, and did their job without a sound.  The costumes, from the leads to the chorus were beautiful and suitable for the turn-of-the-century time period.

"Hello, Dolly!" at Garnet Valley High School was an enjoyable show, lining the stage with talent and an energetic ensemble.  

by Alica Tomkowich of Haverford High School



Need help finding love? Then just say "Hello, Dolly" and you could find yourself at Garnet Valley High School's performance of “Hello, Dolly.”

At the turn of the 20th Century, “Hello Dolly” tells the story of Dolly Levi (Whitney Kling) and her stern matchmaking client Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean). Dolly can do pretty much anything, from teaching artists to dance in five minutes to being Dolly Levi, Attorney at Law and helping others find love along the way.

With high energy and a crowded stage, Garnet Valley's production brought the city of Yonkers to life right in front of our eyes. With leaps and bounds and the occasional polka, the entire cast was well choreographed with only minimal errors. The entire cast was able to take the lives of
these characters and mold them into something spectacular to watch.

Whitney Kling was a bold and sociable Dolly Levi, grasping every aspect of her character and caused men to fall to their knees with her wit and vigor. With a broad voice and acting skills, Kling was able to create the classic Dolly Levi we all know and love.

Filled with rich comedic timing, characters such as the dynamic duo Dave Schwartz's Barnaby and Pat Fedena's Cornelius were able to cause the audience to roar with laughter as they try to get away with skipping work while their uptight boss is away. Even minor characters such as the
overly drunk judge (Ahmed Taha) and the dancing police officers brightened the room during drier moments of the show.

The impeccable costumes and make-up illuminated the feeling of being surrounded by real people from the turn of the century. The true to life sets were created with great care and craftsmanship to make Yonkers as real as possible. The stage crew were able to keep the show running smoothly and with ease. The lighting and sound system was very well done and almost flawless with no feed-back and random blackouts.

Garnet Valley's “Hello, Dolly” brought Ms. Levi's true colors to the stage and with the cast's exceptional performance, they brought truth to the idea that "it takes a woman to bring you the sweet things in life."

by Elaine Rasnake of Interboro High School


What more can one say about this show than this: Hello, Dolly! This musical is fun and entertaining for anyone and Garnet Valley kept up this level of excitement. The cast, crew, and orchestra all worked together to make this an extremely exciting show, and the effort of
everyone that was involved in it shows.

Within the plot of the show, there are quite a few things going on. One is a little love story between Horace and Dolly. The last person living on Earth. The other part of the story revolves around the character Cornelius. At the shop that he works in, he is sick of being promoted to chief clerk, and then he decides that he and fellow clerk, Barnaby, should go to New York. He says that they should go to New York, have a good meal, spend their money, see a stuffed whale, get arrested, and that they shouldn't come back until they've kissed a girl.  In New York, they act as if they are rich, and Cornelius falls in love with the character Irene. The plots between Dolly and Horace, and Cornelius and Barnaby get mixed in the end.

Garnet Valley High School's production of Hello, Dolly was nothing short of perfection. The set was great, the costumes were flawless, and the orchestra couldn't have been any better. Despite a few problems here and there, the sound still turned out great.

The characters were great. Pat Fedena, who played Cornelius, was solid all around, and played the part well. The actors and actresses who played Dolly, Horace, Barnaby, Irene, and all the other characters were equally matched.

There isn't any reason why one should choose not to see Hello, Dolly. In short, the performance was brilliant.

by Jeffery McGee of Archbishop Prendergast/Monsignor Bonner High School


Do you need a matchmaker? A seamstress? Or a corset reboned? Maybe dancing instructions? Or how about an attorney at law? For these and many other services just “Call On Dolly.”  That’s right Dolly Levi, a widow and a "meddler." But make sure you want her help, because once she has a plan for you there is no getting away from it.

Garnet Valley High School’s production of Hello, Dolly! keeps you guessing about just how Dolly (Whitney Kling) will get her plans accomplished, especially when her clients have no wish for her assistance. Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean), Dolly’s first client, is a well known half-a-millionaire from Yonkers, New York. He sees himself as a very sensible man who is looking for a second wife because “It Takes a Woman” to do all the household chores. Dolly, however, has
decided she will be the one marrying Horace.

Dolly’s other two clients are Cornelius (Pat Fedena), a 33 year old recently promoted from Chief Clerk to Chief Clerk and has similar promotions in his future, and Barnaby (Dave Schwartz), a 17 year old country bumpkin. These men work for Horace and decide to force the store
to close so they can go to New York to get out of Yonkers, adventure, get arrested, and kiss a girl. While there they meet Minnie (Morgan Perry) and Irene Mully (Julie Keyes) and find out “It Only Takes A Moment.”

Dolly's meddling is helped out by the cast and crew. The waiters at Harmonia Gardens are all too happy to help Dolly in her pursuits. The stage crew makes sure she is where she needs to be. The orchestra, under the direction of Don Smith, provides wonderful music for Dolly’s, and
others’, outbreaks into song. 

Garnet Valley’s production of Hello, Dolly! is a nonstop train to the end. Once Dolly has set her sights on a character their lives are changed for better or worse it really depends. This production is really something. High School theatre is always a spectacle and this one is no
exception. 

by Joseph Denny of Archbishop Prendergast/Monsignor Bonner High School

Garnet Valley High School pleased the masses with a colorful and enthusiastic presentation of "Hello, Dolly!"  This show - music and lyrics by Jerry Herman, book by Michael Stewart - won ten Tony Awards, including Best Musical, when it debuted on Broadway in 1964.

For those who want all the benefits of dating without the complications of finding that someone special, meet Dolly Levi, the self-proclaimed matchmaker and "meddler" of New York City. From making flower arrangements to teaching thirty-three year olds to dance, Dolly has expertise in everything, decides she wants to marry Horace Vandergelder, a wealthy older gentleman who has hired Dolly to find him wife. Needless to say, her craftiness comes in handy as she plots how to win him over.

With her brightly colored outfits and her purse stuffed to its limit with business cards of every genre, Dolly (Whitney Kling) made her presence known on the stage. Kling was confident and steady in her character as the resourceful Dolly.  She had no trouble hitting her notes, and she belted them without hesitation for all to hear - the auditorium was often filled with her voice. It was obvious that she knew who and what her character was, and she played it well.

Vandergelder’s elderly-gentleman-but-angry-man complex was obvious in the performance of Jeremy Bean, especially when spotlighted next to Kling. The accent he assumed was both fitting and consistent and he managed to carry it through song and dance scenes. Bean’s acting was convincing - his frustrations with Dolly unmistakable and his confusion over his feelings for her evident.

Scenes where the entire cast was on stage were filled with enjoyment and enthusiasm. Though the sheer number of people on the stage greatly restricted movement and often times detracted from the smaller scenes taking place on the front of the stage, the cast stayed in character and
played the happy townspeople/parade-goers well. The student-choreographed dances lacked precision in some places and the large number of students on the stage was a little overwhelming, overall their performances were enjoyable.

"Hello, Dolly!" is truly a difficult task to tackle, but Garnet Valley took on the task and came back with a show that demonstrated the sheer amount of effort that the students put into the play.

by Nina Marcellus of Archbishop Prendergast/Monsignor Bonner High School


“1-2-3, now they’re dancing!” The students of Garnet Valley High School are dancing! Filling the streets of an 1890’s New York City, the 150+ member cast danced their way through a charming rendition of “Hello, Dolly!”

The show begins with the citizens of New York anxiously awaiting the arrival of one, Miss Dolly Levi (Whitney Kling); busy body, matchmaker, extraordinaire. The plot becomes fun and exciting when she devises a scheme to marry the rich and powerful Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean) by setting him up with multiple women who fail to interest him so that he eventually picks her. 

The lively cast portrayed the hustle and bustle of the city while dancing and singing through the streets. They produced synchronized movements and nice partner dancing in songs like “Before the Parade Passes By.”

Junior, Whitney Kling, played the part of Dolly with ease and charisma.  She had great spirit and energy, keeping up the “town gossip” persona.  Jeremy Bean played a very convincing role as a bitter and rich man, stealing the show with numbers such as “It Takes a Woman” and closing
the night with the sweet tune of “Hello Dolly.” 

Garnet Valley High School’s production of “Hello Dolly” was exciting and filled with “Elegance,” providing a fun night in the theatre. 

by Jo Evans of Delaware County Christian School

“It only takes a moment” to fall in love, but a whole day in New York City for Dolly Levi to plot and execute four perfect marriages.

On Friday night, Garnet Valley High School presented the endearing story of “Hello, Dolly!”. The show revolves around Dolly Levi’s (Whitney Kling) desire to fetch herself a half-a-millionaire husband, Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean), while simultaneously marrying off Vandergelder’s store clerks, Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and Barnaby (Dave Schwartz), and niece, Ermengarde (Lauren Woodard). As the cast takes an adventure to New York City they learn who they are and what true love is.

As a whole, the cast filled the musical numbcommitted themselves to putting their best foot  forward and presenting a solid performance. In the large chorus numbers, the casts’ voices
projected well over the orchestra and the harmonies blended well for a harmonious sound.

Dolly Levi (Whitney Kling) and Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean) charmed the audience with their performances, and especially with their strong voices. It’s no wonder, the proper Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and the naïve Barnaby (Dave Schwartz) enchanted the milliner Irene Mulloy (Julie
Keyes) and her assistant Minnie (Morgan Perry). All the leads possessed strong and clear voices that made the musical numbers fun and entertaining.

Many actors and actresses had time to shine in the cornucopia of cameo roles, most notably Ernestina (Donna Finigan) and Ermengarde (Lauren Woodward). Ernestina horrified Horace with her inelegant and obnoxious behavior, while Ermengarde spent the show crying over her Uncle’s rejection of her beau. The men’s ensemble shone brightly in “It Takes a Woman” and danced blithely in “Hello, Dolly!”.

The orchestra played the immense score in tune and in a very well stylized fashion. There were moments when the presence of the tech, sound and stage crews was a little too apparent, but overall they did a good job.  

The difficulty of working with such a large cast was obvious at times but none of the inconsistencies distracted from the overall charm and energy of this show. Garnet Valley High School presented a good high school performance of “Hello, Dolly!”.

by Sharon Limpert of Delaware County Christian School


For the original "Hello, Dolly" to be such a hit I feel like these actors lived up to the potential. It was a very organized production considering the amount of people in the cast. The orchestra specifically was wonderful! I heard not one wrong note. The lighting was a bit unfocused but didn't avert my attention too much. The fact that they used the audience in the parade scene gained my approval quickly. The actors put themselves into the time period of the story line and used their props and costumes accordingly. 

There were many unexpected acrobatics in the ensemble scenes that turned out very well. By far the men dancers were my favorite part of the show. The man who played the part of Horace was amazing. He hit every note correctly in every song and stayed in character the entire time. He kept his part very well. however, some of the actors had a bit of trouble with that. I saw some faces drop out of character a few times and numerous people move when they were supposed to be frozen. I was able to hear majority of the show although some lines were lost in translation
through the sound system and there was some feedback that covered a portion of one scene. 

All in all, the main actors fit their parts and did a good job. For it being a high school production as a whole the show was done very well and I could definitely tell that their hearts were in it.

by Robin Lavery of Girard Academic Music Program


The curtain opened at Garnet Valley High School to reveal a packed stage of highly energetic actors. Over one hundred actors filled the stage in the opening number Call On Dolly. The actors ranged from the experienced seniors to the darling small children, giving then scene a sense of reality. The theater boomed with their loud and beautifully harmonized voices. 

Hello, Dolly is about a woman named Dolly Levi (Whitney Kling), whose job is to find matches for batchelors. She is always the matchmaker but never the match. Until she meets a harsh and rough business man by the name of Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean) and brings out the softer side in him. On her quest to win his love and get his attention they run into Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and his side kick Barnaby (Dave Schwartz). They are employees of Horace Vandergelder. On Cornelius and Barnaby’s journey for adventure they meet and fall in love with Irene Mulloy (Julie Keyes) and Minnie (Morgan Perry). At the end they all live yes, you guessed it happily ever after. 

Over all the show was a good show and the large cast put in their best effort. Acrobatics (like in the waiter scene) and fancy featured dance numbers, like in Ribbons Down My Back, were spread throughout the show.

The New York City cops frequent appearances were always hilarious and right on cue. There was high energy and almost every character stayed in character through out the whole show. The songs were sung with nearly perfect harmonies and were crisp, clear and loud. 

Whitney Kling as Dolly Levi showed off her loud and expressive voice. She stayed strong and in  character throughout the whole show. Pat Fedena as Cornelius was sweet and endearing throughout the whole show.  Funny, witty and caring Pat Fedena kept the audience interested and laughing. His strong voice and great dancing was quite impressive and smooth. Their performances made the show just fly by. 

Julie Keyes showed off her out standing voice as Irene Mulloy. Morgan Perry as Minnie was cute and funny. She had a gentle voice and was a very pretty dancer. Dave Schwartz as Barnaby was goofy, silly and funny. He supplied the audience with many laughs and kept it going constantly.  Jeremy Bean as Horace Vandergelder kept his old rough and stiff persona
perfectly through the whole show even when he was singing, while adding in some dry humor along the way. Bandleader, Gary Clarke surprised everyone when he wandered on stage impersonating Louis Armstrong, sounding beautiful and soulful. 

The stage was well designed with elaborately painted backdrops and fit perfectly with the show. The scene changes were quick and quite making them unnoticeable and smooth. The stage was brightly light capturing everyone, however the contrast between the big group scenes and the solo parts was intense and dramatic. The microphones were loud and clear but sometimes came on too late making the audience miss the first few words but over all there was no feedback and the actors were all able to be heard. 

This show was energetic and fun. Hello, Dolly was a funny and unique show with an interesting plot.  

by Carissa Cucchi of Haverford High School
A parade of melody, adventure, and romance colored the stage of Garnet Valley High School on Friday during the school’s spirited performance of the Tony Award winning musical, "Hello, Dolly!".  The show featuring music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart is based on the play "The Matchmaker" by Thornton wilder. "Hello, Dolly!" debuted on Broadway in 1964. 

Dolly Levi is a meddlesome but winning matchmaker who “puts her hand in” the love affairs of anyone and everyone she comes into contact with, particularly the show’s featured novices, Cornelius and Barnaby. Nudging
the two bachelors out of the confines of small town Yonkers, New York, Dolly soon has them on a wild quest to drink in the excitement of the big city, get themselves arrested, and achieve the most frightening ambition of all - to kiss a girl!  Yet through a raucous and dance-strewn string of events, Dolly not only manages to spin her web of romance among her friends, but to help herself as well. Her persistent ploys soon melt the stony heart of the famous half-millionaire, Horace Vandergelder, humorously proving that true love sometimes takes a little
longer than “a moment” to kindle to realize.

Boldly donning the lace and parasol of Dolly Levi was actress Whitney Kling who consistently delivered her witty lines with a hearty dose of enthusiasm. Her body language also bore an air of regality, helping to establish Dolly’s superior rank among the other characters. And while Kling’s youthfulness didn’t always match her character’s status as a widow haunted by the memories of her husband, she never failed to boost the plot along with her cheerful energy.      

The most impressive performance of the night certainly came from Jeremy Bean in the role of the miserly entrepreneur, Horace Vandergelder.  Bean’s Vandergelder was delightfully dynamic: reserved, then irate;
unabashedly rude, and then gently caring. His smooth New York accent was a delight to listen to and he also demonstrated poise and confidence during his songs. 

Chorus numbers were always a spectacle to behold; Garnet Valley’s cast boasted over 165 students, so the stage repeatedly teemed with liveliness and crowds. Male chorus members stole the show, however, with
their powerful harmony in “It Takes a Woman” and their wonderfully synchronized shuffle-taps in “Hello, Dolly!”  Both numbers packed a significant punch that some others seemed to lack. 

In the end, Garnet Valley High School's cast and crew ought to be commended for their ambitions rendition of this beloved classic.  Where they lacked finesse, they bustled with energy and the cast was able to march off the stage thoroughly satisfied with a production well received.            

by Jack Newman of Delaware County Christian School


When a meddling matchmaker, a gruff, wealthy widower, and two goofy, adventurous young men come together in New York City, things get pretty interesting as the audience learned on Friday at  Garnet Valley High School's enjoyable performance of the award-winning musical, "Hello, Dolly!"  

"Hello, Dolly!" with music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart was first produced on Broadway by David Merrick in 1964.  That production won the Tony Award for Best Musical and nine other
Tonys. The show has had three Broadway revivals and international success. It was also made into a 1969 film starring Barbra Streisand as Dolly Levi. The film was nominated for seven Academy Awards.

"Hello, Dolly!" tells the story of a brassy, widowed matchmaker Dolly Levi who has been hired by the  curmudgeonly Mr. Horace Vandergelder to find him a suitable wife.  The audience quickly learns that Dolly
intends to marry him herself. It also tells the story of Vandergelder’s two adventurous store clerks, Cornelius and Barnaby, who don’t intend on returning to Yonkers until they have kissed a girl.

The Garnet Valley cast had high enaudience entertained and wanting more. The vocal harmonies were very
impressive as were the sets and costumes.

The leads had very strong stage presence. Whitney Kling played a wonderful Dolly Levi. She was very focused and always stayed in character. Jeremy Bean gave an outstanding portrayal of Horace Vandergelder. His rendition of “It Takes a Woman” with castmates Pat Fedena as Cornelius and Dave Schwartz as Barnaby, was wonderfully entertaining.   

The supporting actors and actresses rounded out the delightful cast.  Irene Mulloy, played by Julie Keyes had great chemistry with all of her castmates on stage and her performance of “Ribbons Down My Back” was very well done. Bandleader, Gary Clarke, was very impressive with his impression of Louis Armstrong singing the title song.  His cameo appearance really charmed the audience. Ms. Ernestina Money, played by Donna Finigan, was hilarious and the audience loved her! The featured male and female dancers were terrific. 

The sets and costumes were very well done - beautiful and realistic – a very big achievement for a high school show.  All of the set changes went very smoothly. The hard work and dedication of the technical and stage crews was very evident.

Garnet Valley’s performance was fun and very entertaining.  Congratulations to the cast, crew, and staff on a solid performance.   

by Emily Moylan of Haverford High School

Garnet Valley High School's production of "Hello, Dolly!" began with a spirited musical number featuring the 165 member cast of high school, middle school, and elementary school students. The beautifully costumed
performers danced and sang along with the orchestra and brought the audience back to the 1890's.

"Hello, Dolly!" is based on Thornton Wilder's play "The Matchmaker." The original Broadway production debuted in 1964 with music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart. It stars Dolly Levi, an eccentric woman with an array of "jobs," among them finding loving mates for people. The musical explores the relationships of various characters with an unexpected one blossoming in the end.

Garnet Valley featured a huge cast with a wide range in age. Such a large group of actors poses its challenges but the high school pulled it off with brilliant costumes and smooth choreography (which was taught by a student!).

The choreography went well with the show's songs, which left the audience in fits of applause. The male driven "It Takes A Woman" showed off the talent of the boys in the musical (in particular, Jeremy Bean as Horace, Pat Fedena as Cornelius, and Dave Schwartz as Barnaby).  "Ribbons Down My Back" introduced the viewers to the delightful Irene (Julie Keyes), whose charming voice filled the auditorium.

All of the voices in the musical were accompanied by the impressive Garnet Valley Hello, Dolly! Orchestra. One member of the group in particular, Gary Clarke, displayed his vocal skills along with Dolly (Whitney Kling) with an entertaining cameo in the number "Hello Dolly."

"Hello, Dolly!"'s stage crew swiftly transitioned between scenes and was hardly noticeable. While the sound may have experienced a glitch or two, the sets, props, and effects made up for it. They accurately portrayed the time period and aided the actors with their upbeat dancing.

Fancy footwork brought "Hello, Dolly!" to a close, with the cast taking a final bow for an approving audience. Everyone in the show made a solid effort, from the pit to the leads to the crew behind the scenes. It was clear that nobody wanted to say good-bye to "Hello, Dolly!"

by Kaitlin Irwin of Sun Valley High School

It’s the late 1800s. A rich food market owner needs a wife. What does he do? He calls in professional matchmaker Dolly Levi to find him a wife.  But what happens when Dolly decides that she wants to marry that rich
"Hello, Dolly!" is based on Thornton Wilder's play "The Matchmaker" with music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart. It was first performed in 1964 and won 10 Tony awards. 

The story opens in New York City, as Dolly works on her plans to help artist Ambrose Kemper (Grant Woodworth) marry Ermengarde (Lauren Woodard).  As it happens, Ermengarde is also the niece of another client, Horace Vandergelder. Dolly is trying to get Mr. Vandergelder to propose to her, so she uses Ambrose as an excuse to visit with Mr. Vandergelder at his Feed store in Yonkers.  Vandergelder seems dead-set against ever marrying Dolly, but Dolly is not someone to back down from a challenge. All this time, Vandergelder’s employees, Cornelius and Barnaby, have skipped work and are hitting the town in New York. The plot evolves as Dolly indirectly courts Horace while still trying to help Ambrose.

The show was put on with a mammoth cast and crew of more than 150 students.  It was choreographed by students Morgan Perry, Brittany Burgis, and Kaitlin Correnti, who did a nice job considering the size of the cast and the room they had to work with. The cast was powerful vocally. They were well-prepared and the used their size to its fullest advantage.

Dolly Levi was played by Whitney Kling. Kling’s vocals were excellent. She acted the quirky part successfully. Horace Vandergelder was played by Jeremy Bean, who commanded the attention of the audience and other
characters when he spoke. His vocals were solid, and he maintained character successfully even when he sung.

Pat Fedena, playing Cornelius, and Dave Schwartz, playing Barnaby,  were terrific together.  Their comic antics were a hit with the audience. Fedena’s vocals were fine, and his dancing skills shone through in many numbers. Julie Keyes played Irene Mulloy, the woman Cornelius is attracted to, and her powerful voice resonated in every song.  Morgan Perry played Minnie, the love interest of Barnaby, and her dancing skills and hilarious acting kept the action exciting.

The sound was clear and Stage crew were visible at times, but they were efficient. The orchestra was mostly students, and did an outstanding job with the score.

Overall, Hello, Dolly, was a fun show with good acting, fine singing, and a very crowded stage. The cast in their costumes was a spectacle to behold, and the chorus’ singing was a joy to the ears.  

by Patrick Hamlet of Archbishop Prendergast/Monsignor Bonner High School


The lights dim and the curtain rises as the stage, illuminated with vibrant costumed performers, reveals over 150 townspeople and dancers, their faces bright and smiling. Garnet Valley High School did a fine job portraying the liveliness of the production "Hello, Dolly!"

Orignially produced for Broadway in 1964 with music and lyrics by Jerry Herman and book by Michael Stewart, "Hello, Dolly!" is based on Thornton Wilder’s play "The Matchmaker." The successful show won the Tony Award
for Best Musical; its soundtrack was even entered into the Grammy Hall of Fame in 2002. The story centers on a witty and vivacious widow, Dolly Levi, who attempts to bring romance and passion to many young couples.  Little does she realize that romance is just around the corner.

Garnet Valley’s overall production was a job well done, especially the ensemble and the dancing  choreographed by students (and cast members) Kaitlin Correnti, Brittany Burgis and Morgan Perry. However, what really brought the show together was the dynamic connection the cast had on stage. 

Whitney Kling, who played the one and only Dolly Levi, did an exceptional job representing Dolly’s bubbly and flamboyant personality.  Alongside her was Jeremy Bean, who illustrated the grumpy and friendless Horace Vandergelder; his performance had a great quality to it, especially when he sang. By and large, the entire cast did a good job.

Pat Fedenda's potrayal of the standout. Fedena had terrific stage presence and good comic timing. His companion, Barnaby, played by Dave Schwartz was also very amusing. These two, working in tandem, were one of the many highlights in this high-energy production.

The stage crew did a good job moving the large wooden platforms off and on stage. The crew moved swiftly and smoothly during scene changes, though dimming the lights more during the changes would have made the
transitions a tad subtler. The technical crew also did a good job.

All in all, Garnet Valley’s production of "Hello, Dolly!" was quite energetic and there was unquestionably a sense of teamwork through the performance. Well done. 

by Anna Lipowitz of Haverford High School


Why, hello there Dolly!  With a gallop and a leap and a whole lot of flips Garnet Valley’s production of “Hello, Dolly” was original as well as vividly entertaining. Not only was the full cast good but also the costumes, sound, lighting, and lyrics were widely enthralling. 

“Hello, Dolly” is about a woman who would choose money over love. She develops a plot to persuade Horace Vandergelder into choosing her over the loving Ms. Mulloy. But over time she realizes how much she really
cares and realizes just how true “no place like home” really is. The workaholic Horace falls deeply in love with Dolly’s manipulative and devious personality.  While Horace’s clerks, Cornelius and Barnaby are out experiencing their first night out on the streets of New York, Cornelius finds himself in love with the woman his boss is planning to marry.

Whitney Kling pursued her role as Dolly Levi with a strut in her walk and a smile on her face. She lit up the stage with her mischievous presence, while winning the heart of Horace Vandergelder, played by Jeremy Bean, who unintentionally places money before happiness, until Dolly came along. Cornelius and Barnaby played by Pat Fedena and Dave Schwartz who never failed to have the audience in hysterical laughter. 

The large cast showed wonderful determination and energy. And all I can say is that Garnet Valley went above and beyond in 'putting on their Sunday clothes!' 

by Chelsea Diehl of Haverford High School


Need a quick fix?  Whether you need dance lessons, a makeover, or help finding a date, Dolly Levi has just the card for you! But what happens when a professional meddler falls in love? Garnet Valley High School’s
rendition of “Hello, Dolly!”  told the delightful story of Dolly’s meticulous plan to win the love of half-a-millionaire, Horace Vandergelder; while posing as his matchmaker, she secretly vies for his attention. Meanwhile, Mr. Vandergelder’s two employees take the night off to visit New York - hilarity ensues during a few almost-collisions
of Horace and the clerks, before all the story’s twists come to a close in the final scenes.

Hello, Dolly! is a timeless romantic comedy, full of outrageous musical numbers that include waiters dancing atop tables.  Dolly is a challenging character and Whitney Kling's performance was strong. Jeremy Bean played Horace Vandergelder with a stoic, arrogant demeanor. Bean was outstanding, capturing his character perfectly, and he had a lovely voice to boot!

Speaking of beautiful voices, Julie Keyes' (Irene Mulloy) resounding voice was a very attention-catching surprise, and was pleasant to listen to.

The duo Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and Barnaby (Dave Schwartz) kept the audience in stitches with their shenanigans. Pat kept the play moving with his high-energy body language, and entertained the crowd with his
dancing, as well as his first meeting with Mrs. Mulloy. Not to mention he had a nice voice, as well as terrific chemistry with his stage-love interest, Julie Keyes. On the other hand, Barnaby completed Cornelius’ performance by using short comedic quips such as “Holy Cabooses!” and “It’s the whale!”

This show included fantastic cameo performances, such as the one by Gary Clarke, who impersonated Louis Armstrong with gusto. He drew in the entire crowd, and received many chuckles. Plus, Ahmed Taha, playing the
Judge, showed off his enormous acting skills despite the short time he had to do it in. The large chorus found in this show pulled off a rather nice performance considering the large stage, and the student choreographers taught them well!

Overall, Hello, Dolly! put forth an amazing effort. This quaint tale ends with two romantic kisses, an unexpected marriage proposal, and a happy ending for everyone. 

by Corina Balsamo of Haverford High School


Garnet Valley High School’s production of “Hello, Dolly” production full of energetic students, vibrant costumes, and pure talent, making it a show worth seeing again and again. The large cast came together to create a beautiful and enjoyable rendition of the famous musical. 

“Hello, Dolly!” was produced by David Merrick and premiered on Broadway in 1964. The musical stars a lively, colorful woman named Dolly Levi (Whitney Kling) who is known as a meddler. Dolly is attempting to find a
wife for the rich and successful Horace Vandergelder (Jeremy Bean), but soon realizes, she wishes to marry the man herself. Meanwhile, she is trying to fix up Ambrose Kemper (Grant Woodworth) and Horace’s niece, Ermengarde (Lauren Woodard). While this is happening, two of Horace’s store clerks, Cornelius (Pat Fedena) and Barnaby (Dave Schwartz), head to New York City, against Horace’s will, to find Cornelius a wife. He ends up falling in love with Irene Mulloy (Julie Keyes) and Horace proposes to Dolly. The two love stories intertwine to create a story of life, love, and true happiness.

The devoted and brilliant stars brought joy and vigor to the production. Kling’s rendition of the lovely Dolly Levi was dead on. Her vocal range was superb and she made the audience believe she was meant to be a star.
She created a connection with each character she interacted with, especially with her love interest, Horace, played by Jeremy Bean. Even to the detail of proper diction in his lines, Bean was the perfect Horace, never fading from his character for even a second. Fedena and Schwartz, the comic duo of Cornelius and Barnaby, brought many laughs to their audience, as they participated in many wild dance numbers and interacted with the reserved characters of Irene Malloy, Keyes, and Minnie, played by Morgan Perry. 

Keyes’ voice was breathtaking and complimented Perry’s sensitive, but comical role. Along with these major roles, the large ensemble helped to make “Hello, Dolly!” complete. There numerous dance numbers were intriguing, especially knowing that the detailed steps were planned by student choreographers (Morgan Perry, Brittany Burgis, Kaitlin Correnti). It was refreshing to hear the superb vocals of the male cast members in their ensemble numbers, “It Takes a Woman,” “The Waiters’ Gallop,” and “Hello, Dolly!”

All in all, this production of “Hello, Dolly!” was a joy to watch and experience. The energy from each member of the cast was noticeable and helped to make the musical come to life. With gorgeous costumes and captivating sets, this production was entertaining and believable. Indeed it doesn’t just take a woman to pull off a show as great as this one; it takes a prepared and gifted cast and crew, in addition, to depict such a well-known musical so brilliantly.

by Ashley Harris of Interboro High School


It only takes a moment to fall in love with Garnet Valley's production of "Hello, Dolly!" This wonderful musical was first produced on Broadway in 1964 and swept the Tony's that year. This captivating tale is based on Thorton Wilders book "The Merchant of Yonkers." The synopsis of this play includes a matchmaker, a half a millionaire, a chief clerk, and a hat maker. Though these part seem they would never come together in real life, "Hello, Dolly!" makes it so that they come alive on stage. Dolly Gallagher Levi is a widow, and ironically enough, a matchmaker. She finds herself seeking a wife for the half millionaire Horace Vandergelder.  While this is going on, Horace's two employees, Cornelius and Barnaby, find themselves in the cellar of of Horace's Hay and Feed shop.  They decide to take it upon themselves and go to New York for the day.  Coincidentally, Cornelius and Barnaby head to New York the same day Horace is sent by Dolly to meet Irene Mulloy.  In a strange turn of events, Cornelius and Irene meet and seem to find their love growing.  Then what happens...well I wouldn't want to be a plot spoiler now would I? 

Playing Dolly in this fantastic musical is Whitney Kling, a junior at Garnet Valley. She portrays herself in a confident, yet sophisticated manner. I must say that I did love every minute of her performance. I feel as if Miss Dolly Levi was on the stage herself. She not only acted as a widowed matchmaker would act, but her singing was beautifully dictated and the tone quality was right on. Then on the other side of the stage playing Cornelius, is Patrick Fedena. Pat seemed so innocent in playing this role, he is the exact person that I would have cast for
this role. He is very musically talented and such a phenomenal actor, it really was a pleasure to watch him perform. 

In closing, let me say this. If you are to see any musical this season, make it Hello Dolly! The performers are all wonderful and it really is a joy to watch this show be portrayed in such a beautiful manner.

by Danielle Organ of Interboro High School


"Hello, Dolly" is an award winning musical, that has won ten Tony Awards, including an award for Best Musical. "Hello, Dolly!" begins in New York with Dolly Levi looking for a wife for Horace. Horace is a grumpy man who never lets his two hard workers, Cornelius and Barnaby have a day off. It soons becomes apparent that Dolly plans on marrying Horace herself, he just does not know it yet. It is an exciting show that takes you from a boring lifestlye in Younkers to the Big Apple. 

Garnet Valley's cast of 165 talented members, brought excitement to the stage in their Friday night performance of "Hello, Dolly!"  Whitney Kling portrayed Dolly's personality with almost perfection. She was able to show the audience Dolly's big and adventurous personality. 

The supporting female roles also did a great job of portraying their characters. Julie Keyes as the widow, Irene Mulloy had a strong and powerful voice that helped carry the vocals of the show. As well as her sidekick Minnie played by Morgan Perry, who was just full of energy. The role of Ernestina played by Donna Finigan gave a comical feeling to the second half of the show. Also Lauren Woodard, playing the part of Ermengarde, really did make her crying look believeable and also brought comedy to show.

It was impossible to not recognize the male talent you saw in this show. From serious Horace to comedians Cornelius and Barnaby you saw talent through singing, dancing, and acting. Jeremy Bean did a fantastic job
when acting the part of Horace Vandergelder, a rich store owner. You were able to see his romantic side in the reprise of "Hello, Dolly!", which also showed off his vocals. 

Cornelius and Barnaby played the perfect comic duo. Playing the part of a 33 year old store clerk, Garnet Valley Junior Patrick Fedena showed off his acting, singing, and even dancing ablilities. He could make you laugh, but also he showed his serious side when it came to love. He stole the show in his heart warming song with Irene, "It Only Takes a Moment." Barnaby played by Dave Schwartz was the perfect sidekick to Cornelius. Schwartz had great stage presence and with every line had the audience hysterically laughing. He did a great job at acting the part of a 17 year old poor boy from Younkers that was making his debut in New York City. 

Choreography for the production was done by students.  Working with a huge cast, must have been hard. Overall though the cast was entertaining. For the most part the technical and stage crews did a great job with just a few problem areas. 
Garnet Valley did a great job in their performance of "Hello, Dolly!"  Their leads were there to carry the show but the large ensemble also helped to support them. The men did a great job in "Hello, Dolly!" and "It Takes a Woman".   I was very impressed with their choreography. I also enjoyed ensemble numbers such as "Before the Parade Passes By" and "Put on Your Sunday Clothes."

You could see the hardwork that was put into this show - it really paid off. I would like to congratulate Garnet Valley on a job well done.

by Karianna Simpkins of Interboro High School


If you were a matchmaker and you didn't have a man for yourself, wouldn't you want to set out for yourself a match made in heaven? That's exactly what Garnet Valley High School sets out to do in their production of Hello Dolly.

Hello Dolly was orginally produced in 1964 and would end up being at the time the longest running musical in Broadway history with 2,844 performances and a then-record of 10 Tony Awards including the coveted Best Musical.

The setting is set in the turn of the 20th century, and Dolly Gallagher Levi (Whitney Kling) is in Yonkers to set up Horace Vandergelder with widower Irene Molly while secretly trying to set herself up with Horace.

Whitney Kling brought a lot of wit and spunk to the role of Dolly and had great wisdom of how age appropriate Dolly was supposed to be. Her chemistry with Horace Vandergelder is the show's comedic relief as they played off of each other's actions.

The ambitiously romantic Irene Molly was played by Julie Keyes.  Keyes contributed a beautiful and passionate voice that identified with how her character goes from wanting a man for his money to falling for a young man with hardly anything at all.  Her assistant, Minnie, played by Morgan Perry looked like she had a lot of fun playing such a comedic character.

During the showstopper title tune ("Hello Dolly"), probably the most memorable moment of the show occured during this number when the Bandleader (Gary Clarke) came out of the pit and did an entertaining impersonation of the great Louis Armstrong.

While there was an occasional sound problem this 165 member cast and crew should be congratulated for   tackling this popular show and making it creative as possible.

It only takes a moment to realize that love is all about the person and not about what their worth. That is the true message of this musical and Garnet Valley High School put their hand into something wonderful. 

by Donald Hunt of Philadelphia High School for Creative and Performing Arts


"Hello, Dolly!" tells the story of a professional meddler, a lonely half-millionaire who pines for a wife, and a group of assorted other characters, including 33 year-old chief clerks, and some hat shop owners. The story is  complicated with lots of characters and plot lines but there is fun in that and the characters are memorable. 

Overall, the school’s production was enjoyable.  The beautiful costumes and backdrops were definitely the highlight of the show.  They really set the mood and helped to make the viewer believe they were in the late
1800’s. 

The leads of the show did a good job playing their respective characters.  Dolly, played by Whitney Kling, did an especially good job making me believe she was a modern sort of girl, who was smart and manipulative.  She had good interaction with the other characters as well.  Horace Vandergelder, played by Jeremy Bean was fun to watch.  The actor maintained his accent throughout the entire show, including the songs.  Irene Mulloy, played by Julie Keyes, was an outstanding vocalist. Cornelius, played by Pat Fedena, is heart-touching.  Fedena succeeded in portraying his character’s longing for love and adventure (something everyone can relate to).

The ensemble was - big.  Overall, the cast seemed excited and in character.  One of the coolest parts of the show was seeing Bandleader Gary Clarke get on stage and sing (a Louis Armstrong impersonation - suhweet!).

Although the transitions from bright to dark scenes was abrupt at times, the lighting for the play was very good and really helped to set the mood during the different scenes.  There were occasional glitches with sound cues and microphones, but the audience never lost the story. The stage crew were good.  They were subtle and quiet.  

The characters in the story have pulled them off well.  I did not know what to expect when I went to see the play, and I can’t say I was disappointed.  All-in-all, it was a good performance. 

by Jason Gong of Sun Valley High School


Feet were tappin', heads were bobbin' and smiles filled the audience at Garnet Valley high school with their heart-warming performance of "Hello, Dolly!"

"Hello, Dolly!" first appeared on Broadway in 1964 and, as expected, swept the Tony's. It's the story of a matchmaker who decides to lend her many talents to a few folks in a town called Yonkers. Some adventures
come up along the way and some great music that will have you singing "Hello, Dolly!" all night.

Garnet Valley's production consisted of 165 cast members which is an impressive amount for any show. Dolly was played by Whitney Kling who had a beautiful voice. The two goofball characters in the show, Cornelius and Barnaby, were played by Pat Fedena and Dave Schwartz. These two crazy friends added much of the comedy to the show.

The ensemble was undoubtedly large but also well put together. The dancing waiters had some moves in the Harmonia Gardens Restaurant that impressed the entire audience. Choreography, which was done by students,
made the ensemble come together. At times the ensemble was a bit off beat but "Before the Parade Passes By" was one of the highlights of the show.

The sound filled the auditorium save for a few little patches and lighting never missed a beat. Costumes, however, were truly breathtaking. From Dolly down to Minnie, everyone looked absolutely stunning.

Catchy tunes and a great cast of characters puts "Hello, Dolly!" at the top of the list and Garnet Valley did it no shame.

by Katie Muscella of Sun Valley High School


A grumpy man who wants love, a matchmaker, and a 33 year old man who has never kissed a girl: all part of the love stories entailed in "Hello, Dolly!".  This musical, performed by Garnet Valley High School, won 10 Tony Awards in 1964 when it premiered on Broadway.  

The story begins in New York City in the 1890s, with the arrival of the famous Dolly Levi, matchmaker and many other vocations.  Dolly goes to help Horace Vandergelder in Yonkers to try to find a new wife.  Meanwhile, Cornelius and Barnaby, two of Vandergelder’s employees, travel to New York City to find adventure.  After a night out on the town and in jail, the two find love.  But they are not the only two by the time this musical is over.

Garnet Valley’s cast consisted of 165 members, both from the high school and elementary level.  They performed the student choreography well. The characters held their parts well.  The crew did a good job moving the sets and handling the lighting.

Pat Fedena played the role of Cornelius, the 33 year old who has never kissed a girl.  He showcased his great vocals in “It Only Takes a Moment,” showing his love off.  Whitney Kling performed as Dolly Levi, and commanded the stage with her acting of the snooty rich woman. 

Julie Keyes played Irene Mulloy, Cornelius’s love.  She also had great vocals in “It Only Takes a Moment,” and shined with her acting.  Helping the stage was the crabby Horace Vandergelder, played by Jeremy Bean.  He
had a great voice and kept in character the whole time. 
Bringing comedy was the silly Barnaby, played by Dave Schwartz.  During the restaurant scene, Ernestina Money, played by Donna Finigan, shined as the woman trying to capture all of the guys.  The cast put on a good
effort for the show.  The huge cast did their best at performing the large dance numbers, with some fumbles.  The men’s cast did great in the restaurant scene with the song “Hello, Dolly!” where Bandleader, Gary Clarke made a great cameo appearance as Louis Armstrong.  

The sets used in this performance were stunning, especially the two backdrops.  Costumes were very time appropriate, especially the women’s dresses, bringing the 1890s to the audience.problems with sound cues, otherwise it was loud and clear. The stage crew did a good job of getting the sets off. 

Garnet Valley’s production of "Hello, Dolly!"  took the audience to New York where they could see the love in front of their eyes.  This show brought the audience to their feet, making them say, “Hello, Dolly!”

by Nicole Lock of Sun Valley High School


It takes a school like Garnet Valley High School to put on one “hell-o” of a show. Their performance of "Hello, Dolly!" was fun and colorful the whole way through. 

"Hello, Dolly!" is the tale of Dolly Levi, matchmaker extraordinaire, who doesn’t have a cent or husband to her name.  She is hired by the wealthy Mr. Horace Vandergelder to find him the ideal wife, but there’s a trick to her plan. After meeting Vandergelder’s staff, namely Cornelius and Barnaby, she adds them into her scheme to rid Horace of Irene Mulloy, who he was supposed to propose to. Cornelius and Miss Mulloy fall for each other, as do Barnaby and Minnie, Irene’s assistant.  This now leaves room for Dolly herself to woo Horace. And after a series
of events, from the parade, to the upscale restaurant Harmonia Gardens, the courtroom, and ending in  Vandergelder’s shop, Horace expresses his love for Dolly and so they are to be wed. 

As the events did take a wrong turn when Mr. Vandergelder was arrested in the courtroom, Dolly, played by Whitney Kling, put things back on the right track, with her number “So Long Dearie.” The police bit in this scene was also a hit; they had everyone giggling at their silly dance.

Another comic duo was Cornelius, played by Pat Fedena, and Barnaby, played by Dave Schwartz. Their lines were run off of each other well, to create good chemistry and comedic effect. The man they worked for did not have as much of a sense of humor. Horace Vandergelder, played by Jeremy Bean, was a stern businessman, and Jeremy portrayed this in both his singing and speaking voice very well.

Julie Keyes, who played Irene Mulloy, also had strong vocals. And her partner Minnie, Morgan Perry, had great energy that kept her scenes fun and bubbly.

The ensemble cast of the show, which consisted of 165 members, was a sight to see lining across the stage. Although the choreography was simple because of the large number of people on stage, the cast's efforts and energy were high.

Everyone in the cast had the most magnificent costumes, all so beautiful and authentic. They went perfectly with the set design, which was maneuvered around each scene very efficiently by the crew. 

Garnet Valley 'put their hand in' a tough show, but really pulled it off. All the leads and featured performers off-set each other well, with the ensemble to add to the talent on stage, despite some mishaps. “It Only Takes a Moment” to see how dedicated they were to their performance of "Hello, Dolly!". 

by Sarah Imbesi of Sun Valley High School
